NAHHT CONFERENCE REPORT 2008
Same but Different:

challenges of individualised learning for vulnerable pupils with medical and mental health issues

This year’s conference featured a keynote speech by Janet Thompson (HMI) entitled ‘The individual within a community – effective personalised education’.  Her talk was very thought provoking and covered the national context for alternative provisions, what they believe in and the consequences if the education is not right.  She then shared with us the 2020 vision for pupils in alternative provisions.  Finally, she took us through how to effectively plan an individual journey, taking into account the child/young person, their ‘group – peer and family and their community.  A copy of Janet’s Powerpoint presentation can be accessed on our website www.nahht.org.uk 

Feedback form previous conferences then indicated that delegates would like access to more workshops and this year they could choose up to 3 from a wide variety of topics (see next page for workshop details and presenters)

Evaluations from the conference showed that 100% graded it at good or better in terms of usefulness to their roles and the comments about opportunities to network with other colleagues in similar situations, and share resources are sometimes the most valuable part of the day.

Other comments included:

‘Good day with excellent choice of workshops’

‘Find practical workshops very useful’

‘Very thought provoking’

‘Excellent location for conference and valuable day’

‘Another successful day – always great to meet and talk to others in NAHHT’

We use ideas from evaluation forms to prepare workshops for our next conferences.

Details of workshops and workshop providers
	No
	Name of workshop
	Description
	Provider

	1
	Solihull approach
	This approach was developed in Solihull between an alliance of Child Psychotherapists and the local Health Visiting Team.. The model underpinning the approach has three elements: containment: providing an emotional space to explore issues and help the client to restore the capacity to think, reciprocity: drawing on child development research to help the worker and family understand the interaction between themselves and their child, and behaviour management: to guide parents and children in ways to manage difficulties they experience

the workshop will give an overview of the Solihull Approach as applied to the importance of helping clients achieve a co-herent narrative.


	Julie Quincey is a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services in North Northants and is the lead for Primary Mental Health. Her team provides assertive outreach to professionals and workers in universal services to enable them to recognise and work with children and adolescents with emerging mental health difficulties. As part of this work she has developed multi-agency training packages, one of which is the role out of the Solihull Approach countywide. her work with this approach has embedded her belief that all clients need and desire a "coherent narrative" to help them understand their past to inform their present and thus move forward

	2
	Solution Focused Thinking With Children


	This workshop will provide a brief overview of the solution focused approach (SFA) to working with children. The emphasis will be on engaging with children in ways that help them explore their preferred futures and their current strengths. Whether you have never heard of SFA, or have some limited experience of the approach, this workshop will be useful in helping you work with solutions and strengths, not just problems and weaknesses.


	Mark Allenby (lecturer in Health and Social Care at Northampton University)

Mark Allenby is a qualified social worker who has worked in Education, Social Services, Youth Justice and Health. He has been using SFA approaches for 14 years. As well as SFA Mark is also interested in storytelling and the use of illusions and magic tricks with children (and adults)



	3
	Financial capability
	Pfeg is a charity that provide free support for schools to deliver high quality personal finance education.  

Pfeg’s mission is “To make sure that all young people leaving school are equipped with the confidence, skills and knowledge they need in financial matters to take part fully in society.” 


	Brian Wainwright is a full time consultant with the North West pfeg team. He began his career teaching music.  He was Head of Department and Head of Year before spending 15 years in senior leadership, the last 5 being as Headteacher of a large community high school in Greater Manchester. 

He has an MSc in Education Management and is an accredited School Improvement Partner.  Brian has also led conferences and delivered training on Effective Professional Development and Preparing for Middle and Senior Leadership.



	4
	Role of the SIP in Hospital and Outreach Settings
	This workshop will look at how the SIP can support hospital schools and PRUs in their self evaluation and improvement and what aspects a SIP might hope to see emerging as good practice in these settings.


	Mike Ion is the National Strategies Senior School Improvement Adviser.  He has been working on the National SIP programme since its roll out to secondary schools and PRUs in 2005. He is presently responsible for the implementation of the secondary SIP programme in the NW region. For the past 12 months he has worked closely with Mike Ellis on the design and delivery of the SIP programme in PRUs.  Mike first joined the National Strategies in April 2004 as a Regional Director for schools facing challenging circumstances. This followed a career in teaching spanning over 16 years, during which he taught RE, was Head of a large Sixth Form, a deputy head and an associate headteacher with the Midlands Leadership Centre. In 2002 Mike was awarded Best Practice Research Scholarship by the DfES.



	5
	Manager discussion forum
	Following feedback form last year’s conference, there is no agenda for this year’s managers discussion forum but managers will be asked to flag up any items they would like to discuss beforehand.


	Self led

	6
	Youthtrain
	Sarah delivers the Youth Train programme with students, an OCN accredited programme for students aged 14 years +.  The flexibility and diversity of the Youth Train courses means children and young people have a choice of courses that meet individual's needs, raise aspirations and achieve soft and hard outcomes.  


	"Sarah Ward, Youth Development Worker for Lincolnshire County Council Children's Services, qualified in Informal & Community Education from George Williams College, London in 2006.  Sarah currently develops the mobile youth provision in the East area of Lincolnshire for young people aged 11 -19 and targeted projects involving Pilgrim School.  Sarah feels her specialism lies in developing projects which engage hard to reach children and young people.

 

	7
	Using art therapy to address grief and loss
	This workshop will begin with a brief ten minute introduction to Art Therapy and explain how it can benefit young people with complex needs. This will be followed with a twenty minute case study of a child with ADHD whom Dylan provided long term art therapy treatment. He will present a series of images of the child's art work.  There will be time at the end to answer any questions on art therapy.


	Dylan Gwilym – art therapist

British Association Of Art Therapists: http://www.baat.org/art_therapy.html
Guardian article:http://education.guardian.co.uk/egweekly/story/0,,2209735,00.html 

Art Therapy In School Service: http://www.atiss.co.uk/.



	8
	Strategies for integration of ASD pupil with high levels of anxiety
	Children with autism have enormous potential, which only education can unlock...... yet the majority of children with autism in the UK are not getting the education they need. TreeHouse is the national charity for autism education. Based in north London, the school was founded in 1997 by a group of parents whose children had recently been diagnosed with severe autism. TreeHouse was established in response to the huge unmet national need for specialist education for children with autism. TreeHouse's vision is to improve, through education, the lives of children with autism and the lives of their families.

	Fatima Agrela (Ag-re-la) has been working with children and young people with autism for the past 14 years, within both mainstream and specialist settings. She has specialised in the use of Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) in teaching and supporting children with autism and supporting their families and a wider work force. Fatima joined TreeHouse, the national charity for autism education, three years ago as an ABA Consultant. She is now the Training Manager, responsible for delivering training and consultancy to schools, play schemes and other settings across the UK, and in our new National Centre for Autism Education based in North London.



	9
	Individualising learning after ABI: Matching teaching to learning style
	This workshop will give a brief overview of Acquired Brain Injury, before looking at research into teaching and learning for this group of pupils before they return to school.  We will look at refinements which need to be made to teaching techniques we may use with other pupils and how these pupils learn skills, knowledge and concepts.  Examination will be made of learning materials in the light of the research.


	Dr Siân Rees, 

PhD, MA(Ed), B.Mus (Hons), P.G.C.E., Advanced Diploma in Special Needs (Education)
Siân is a teacher of more than 25 years experience. She works with children with acquired brain injuries as part of Bristol Hospital Education Service teaching young people after an ABI (Acquired Brain Injury) and re-integrating them into school when appropriate in their recovery.  Siân has recently been awarded a PhD from Bath University, for her research into the learning of children and young people after brain injury.  Siân edits the publication, The Acquirer, and set up SHIPS (Supporting Head Injured Pupils in Schools) a charitable project which provides specialist support in schools for young people with an ABI.



	10
	Innovative use of ICT - animation
	The workshop he is co-presenting is around the uses of animation as a tool to inspire and show understanding of topics within education. It will include illustrations of how simple animations can be used within teaching, a chance to create your own simple animation using Serif Draw Plus X2 and to discuss the possibilities of animation in an education setting.


	Paul Squire is Leader of Learning Technologies at Pilgrim School in Lincolnshire. He was originally primary school trained before joining the Pilgrim as Team Leader and ICT Teacher. As part of his development, he worked on a 3 year project to investigate the development of VLE for schools.  He is now leading on the launch of a VLE and distance learning package for the Pilgrim School and its countywide outreach service, whilst maintaining his teaching commitments.  Steve Potter joined Pilgrim School in Feb this year as an ICT teacher, with 15 years teaching and training experience. Prior to joining Pilgrim Steve taught ICT both in schools and F.E. colleges and was a software trainer for three years in industry. Steve’s role at The Pilgrim School focuses on providing outreach teaching across Lincs together with assisting in the implementation of the school’s ICT development plan. 



	11
	Education and teenage mothers
	Education of teenage mothers – report on small scale national research
	Angie Mindel is the Head Teacher of Beckhampton Centre PRU in Nottingham. This is a Pupil Referral Unit for school aged pregnancy and young mothers. She has been there as Head since September 2006, although she was a sessional Maths teacher here approximately 20 years ago!  Prior to this appointment, she taught at City Hospital Education Base, Nottingham from 1990 to 2006, the last 3 years as Head of Education. She was also a home tutor for approximately 19 years. 

She is particularly interested at the moment in how education is offered to teenage parents in Local Authorities around the country and would like to set up a contact group  and meet up to explore issues. Anyone interested could email her at angie.mindel@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


	12
	Inclusion of SEAL in the hospital school curriculum
	 Rivermead School introduced SEAL in September 2007, having been convinced of its potential benefits for their wide range of very vulnerable learners. Almost a year on they can see the impact that its introduction has had on learners and the school as a whole. 
 They have learnt many lessons throughout its development, not least where to find the most appropriate resources for the learners’ needs.
 This workshop will outline how they introduced SEAL and provide an introduction to some of the content and resources that they have used as they have developed their curriculum.'
The DCSF recently came in to look at SEAL in the school and they were very positive. So much so that they have been asked to do a workshop in Surrey to help the special schools there get started.


	'Sue Rogers has been the Headteacher of Rivermead Hospital School in Medway since its opening in 2003. The school provides ward education, home tuition and longer term special school placements for learners with a wide range of medical and mental health needs. 
Sue’s school leadership experience has spanned both mainstream and special school settings. Although most of her career has been spent working within secondary education, in both her current school and, formally, as a Deputy Headteacher in a Community Special School for children with moderate learning difficulties she has broadened her experience in 4 – 19 settings. 
Sue found starting a new hospital school the most  exciting challenge of her career to date; one which has continued even now that the school is well established. The joy of hospital education is its enormous variety and the fact that there is never a dull moment


